PIONEER – CALLED TO GO
CLARIFYING THE CALL

Pressing Question: 
Is God calling me …..
Reframe the Question: 
(1) Biblical evidence
OT Example(s):

NT Example(s):

The apostle Paul:
Testimony of (SAT-7) children’s presenter
On-going process over a period of time 
Two elements combine to bring certainty:

· Subjective – inner conviction or voice - witness of the Holy Spirit
· Objective – outward confirmation – other people & circumstances
NT Example of Timothy

Acts 16; 1 Thessalonians 3; 1 Timothy 1; 

1 Timothy 1 v 18; 4 v 14; 2 Timothy 1 v 6
While we have the inner leading of the Spirit in daily life, we must not disregard the Christian community, the church, to give us direction and to confirm – or call into question – what we believe is the ministry God is calling us to fulfil. (Walter L Liefeld)
Combination – some of the following elements:

· Advice of trusted friends / church leaders

· Passage of Scripture

· Confirmation through prayer & prophecy

· Supernatural event 
· Divine appointments 

· Collaboration of circumstances

· Confirmation after action

· Support of the local church

NOTE

Although these are common elements, every call will be unique to every individual. Look for a pattern of consistent and repeated call. 
Different types of call:

Question: Which of the following can you relate to?

· I feel a wide sense of call to other cultures

· l feel called to join another person on their “mission”

· l feel called to a particular kind of people

· l feel called to a specific country

· l feel called to a specific people group

· l feel called to a particular “value” system
· l feel called to a particular type of spiritual ministry

· l feel called to use my professional / vocational skills

· l feel called to ………..

Genuine call includes a sense of REALISM

(Luke 14 v 25-35)
Specific costs associated with church planting:

People lack a strong sense of call often opt out of pioneer church planting
Research Report – Missionary Attrition

(Chapter 6 – Too Valuable to Lose – World Evangelical Fellowship)

· Lists top 25 reasons – throw in the towel

(Health; lack of home support; inappropriate training; problems with fellow workers; children; marriage problems; poor cultural adaption; immorality)

· Lack of strong sense of call came10th in overall position
· Older sending countries 19th; Newer sending countries 2nd
Knowing you have heard God and are able to articulate that to yourself is a great weapon in hard times!

· Paul - (Acts 26 v 19) and (Galatians 1 v 1)

Question: Are you growing in basic spiritual disciplines?
· Spiritual disciplines are not the goal they are the means to becoming more like Jesus!

(2 Peter 1)

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith . . . goodness; knowledge; self-control; perseverance; godliness; brotherly kindness; love
For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ
NOTE: 
Missionary Attrition report also highlighted an immature spiritual life as one reason why people throw in the towel
Question: Are you reading and studying the Scriptures?
· Vital importance for nourishing your spiritual life and relationship with God

Deuteronomy 8 v 3; Matthew 4 v 4; Deuteronomy 32 v 47; John 6 v 63; 

John 8 v 31, 32
(Khiok-Khng Yeo)
Holy Scripture exerts a sacred life force through the interpretive and communicative process – in it God himself is speaking to us! Biblical & theological interpretation – is a redemptive process – especially for the reader! The interpreter reads the text in order to understand the meaning of the text, and the text reads the interpreter in order to inscribe a meaningful narrative and to transform the world of the interpreter.

(Rene Padilla) 

Gospel truth is always truth to be lived out, not merely truth to be intellectually known.

· Cultivate the habit of regular reading, study and meditation
· Parable – Wise & Foolish builder (Matthew 7 v 24-27)

· Parable - Sower (Luke 8 v 4-15)
(2 Timothy 2 v 15)

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

(1 Timothy 4 v 16)

Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
Question(s):

How would you rate your own reading and study of the Bible? 
Would you consider yourself a self-feeder, rather than having to be spoon fed by others?
Question: Are you persevering in prayer? 
Spiritual Warfare (Ephesians 6 v 18 – 20)

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

· Prayer is a priority for the furtherance of gospel and God’s kingdom

· (1 Thessalonians 5 v 17)
· Parable - Persistent widow (Luke 18 v 1-8)

· Parable - Friend at Midnight (Luke 11 v 5-13)

Tim Keller (Commentary on Romans)

· Translates perseverance – “single-mindedness”
Mountain Rain – Biography of James O. Fraser

George Mueller – man of faith & prayer 

I have prayed for two men by name every day for thirty-five years; on land or sea, sick or well, I have remembered them before God by name …… I shall continue to pray for them daily by name, until they are saved, or die.

· Learn how to use the weapon of persevering prayer

· Be like Paul, unashamed to ask others to pray for us
· Get with others who know how to pray. There is great power in agreement!

Book recommendation: 

“Prayer – Experiencing awe and intimacy with God” by Tim Keller
Question: Is your faith active?

(Hebrews 13 v 7)

Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.

Scripture speaks of different types of faith
Faith = “Where one’s confidence & trust is placed on a daily basis”
Question: How does our faith grow?

· Starts with God and His Word

(John Piper)
Faith gains a lot of its confidence from God’s past faithfulness.
Faith doesn’t just look back to what God did in the past, but mainly looks forward to what God promises to do in the future.

· Followed by our inner (heart) response

· Issues in an external act(s) 
FAITH:

Goes on trusting God day by day to the very end of our life

(John Piper)

God does not always work miracles and acts of providence to deliver his people by faith, but sometimes by faith God sustains his people through horrendous sufferings.

Believes God himself is better than what life can give to you now, and better than what death can take from you later.

Question:  Are you partnering with the Holy Spirit?

Fellowship means: 

· Partnership; sharing a common interest together
Jesus promised to send the Spirit (John 14 v 16, 17)
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever.

Gerard Kelly (Church Actually)
The Holy Spirit, through the body of the church, equips us – not only with the gifts and resources we need to do God’s work, but with the inner drives and attitudes, without which we will fail, swallowed up in our own selfishness.

(Philippians 2 v 12, 13)
Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
The Christian life is about learning to partner and cooperate with Holy Spirit

(Galatians 5 v 25)

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

Practical level:

· Must learn not to grieve the Spirit of God (Ephesians 4 v 30)

· Must learn not to quench – the Spirit of God 
(1 Thessalonians 5 v 19)

Do not quench the Spirit - can be translated - “do not put out the Spirit’s fire”
(2 Timothy 1 v 6)

Fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

Question: 
Are we increasingly learning to be obedient to the promptings of the Spirit?

Bible reading & study; Persevering Prayer; Everyday Faith: 
Partnership with the Holy Spirit

How would you rate your current performance on each one of these disciplines?
Which one of these disciplines do you think is your weakest and what realistic steps could you take to see some growth over the next few months?
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